February 23, 2011

VIA FACSIMILE:  202.226.1000

The Honorable Todd Platts

2455 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Platts:

As a member of The American Society of Highway Engineers – Harrisburg Section, I urge you to support H.R. 662, the Surface Transportation Extension Act of 2011.

Expedited passage of H.R. 662 is absolutely essential to prevent the shutdown of critical federal highway and transit programs, which are set to expire March 4, 2011.  The bill provides for a simple extension of these programs to the end of the current fiscal year, which will give Congress additional time to develop a new six-year surface transportation program that will support sustained job creation and economic growth.  

Any lapse in federal highway and transit programs would result in an immediate shutdown of the Highway Trust Fund, halting reimbursements to State DOTs from the Federal Highway Administration for projects financed with federal funds.  Without federal reimbursements, State DOTs would be forced to shut down projects and stop payments to engineering firms, contractors, and many others.  H.R. 662 represents a responsible approach to provide State DOTs the certainty they need to keep current projects moving forward and begin work on longer-term transportation improvements.  

Given the dire condition of our infrastructure and the current economic condition of the engineering and construction industry, we cannot afford to let important preservation and improvement projects stall.  These improvement projects engage a broad spectrum of workers, sustaining job creation and providing America with much-needed modernized infrastructure.  

This is vital to jobs, the local economy and the safety of your constituents.  Thank you for your attention to this important issue.
Sincerely,

